THE  FINISHED
PRODUCT

UT THIS is to anticipate. In 1826 William's
life was still at a standstill. So far as outward
circumstances were concerned, it was un-
changed since 1816. All the same these ten years had
not been unimportant in his history. Frustrated of
active outlet, his energies concentrated themselves on
the development of his inner man. It was high time.
For though he had been a precocious youth, at about
twenty-six he had begun to mark time. The perturba-
tions of his marriage, the preoccupations of his social
and political life, required so much of his vitality as to
leave little over for the maturing of mind and person-
ality. Besides he was the sort of character that, in any
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